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WOW! “Wasn’t that a Party!”  

Next Meeting 
 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

at the Seaside Centre, 

5790 Teredo Street 

@ 7:00 P.M 
Please wear your name tag, 

and bring your cup 
for coffee or tea. 

Speaker: Harry Hill 

Topic: Collection, Propaga-
tion and Garden Use  

of Native Plants 

Mr. Hill is associated with the 
Native Plant Nursery at The Iris 
Griffith Field Studies and Inter-
pretive Centre which is part of 
the Ruby Lake Lagoon Society. 
The Native Plant Nursery propa-
gates and cares for a variety of 
native plants for use on the na-
ture reserve and elsewhere. 
Many of these plants are used in 
their native plant gardens to pro-
mote the use of local plants in 
landscaping, to attract the native 
fauna, and to educate visitors on 
their traditional uses. In addition, 
these plants are sold to help the 
Society raise money to continue 
the work the Society does around 
the Sunshine Coast. 

50th Anniversary Celebration  

June 17, 2017 

The Seaside Centre was a hub of activity 

on Saturday the 17th when the Sechelt 

Garden Club crew arrived to set up for 

our big celebration. We had an hour to 

prepare  the room and with all the willing 

volunteers the transformation happened 

in record time—well 

before the start time 

of 11:00.  Cindy Kisser 

directed the set up 

and take down for the 

day. Many thanks to 

all the volunteers who 

donated their time 

and to Cindy for her 

unfailing enthusiasm.  
Cindy Kisser, our 

set up guru! 

They attended to all the big and little 

details. Thank you ladies for your 

unwavering leadership! Ardath and 

Suzette had an excellent vision of how 

the event should unfold and ensured 

the vision became a reality. 

Wonderful representation of our club! 

 Decorations 

Verna Kelso and Christi Blackman headed 

up the committee on decorations. 

Anyone attending the event were blown 

away with the gorgeous table 

centrepieces and large vases of flowers. 

Thank you to Verna, Christi and their 

volunteers. Beautiful work ladies! 

Here is a sample 

of the lovely 

floral 

arrangements. 

Suzette  

Willcox, and  

Ardath Hoole  

our Co-Chairs  

for the Event  

outdid  

themselves.  

 



Seedlings as Give-a-ways 

Huge thanks to West Coast 

Seeds who donated tons of   

seeds to our garden club for 

the Anniversary event. Verna 

Kelso organized  volunteers 

with seeds, pots and soil to 

plant their seeds in April and 

babysit them until our event 

in June! Well done everyone!  

Thank you to Verna and her 

crew for their hard work. Thanks to the garden club 

members who donated their own plants to give away at 

the event. This club is so generous! 

Newsletter June 2017   50th Anniversary Celebration    Page 2 

The Glorious Food 

Fruit, veggies, dip, crackers, sandwiches, pickles and many 

cookies, and lovely baked goodies loaded the tables in the 

centre to offer our guests! Lorraine Blakeman, Lorraine 

Gallant and Pat Smit—thank you for organizing, and 

making the food amazing; these three ladies outdid 

themselves with the variety and quality of offerings! 

Thanks to their committee of very capable volunteers 

who did the baking and met the day before the event to 

make the yummy sandwiches and prepare for the day.                        

  Thank you so much!   

 

Volunteers working in the kitchen, a table groaning with 

food and our garden club members and guests enjoying the 

event.  

Special Cake 

A special cake was ordered from Claytons who did an 

excellent job in creating our logo and a lovely decorated 

cake for our event. It was delicious! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Life-Time members, Niels and Frances 

Ostergaard who did the honour of cutting the cake.  
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Commemorative Tree Planting 

The District of Sechelt was very generous in donating a 

Sourwood tree to our garden club and planted it at the 

Seaside Centre. Penny Lyle, our Community 

Development Director was instrumental in approaching 

the District about the  tree and also in ordering a special 

plaque which commemorates the tree for our 50th 

Anniversary. Thank you Penny and thanks to the DOS.  

We were honoured that Bill Terry, a Life-Time member of 

our garden Club, agreed to speak at the event and to do 

the ceremonial planting. His speech was highly 

entertaining and emotive as it spoke to the soul of the 

gardener in all of us. Thank you Bill, you are so generous 

with your time and your wisdom.  

More People to Thank ! 

We were thrilled to have Mary Ellen 

Johnston who was President  of the Sechelt 

Garden Club in 1999-2000 visiting from 

White Rock, especially for our 50th. Thanks Mary Ellen, 

we were so glad you joined us! Paddy Wales, President 

of The Botanical Garden attended our event. She wrote 

a wonderful letter of congratulations for  our 50th. See 

the letter on our web site—you can select the web link 

below to go direct to the celebration page. 

Susan Egerman, a garden club member, creates garden 

and yard sculptures. She provided the decorating 

committee with some of her creations to include in the 

flower arrangements. Thanks so much Susan, you are 

very generous! 

Thank you to Patty Trejo and Eric Brown for designing 

the advertising poster for our event and the History Book 

cover. Gorgeous design! 

Big thanks to Doug Temlett, Sunshine Coast 
Photography who volunteered to take pictures of our 
event. See Doug’s pictures on our web site at:  
www.secheltgardenclub.com/gallery/2017-
events/june-17-2017-50th-anniversary-
celebration  
Huge thanks to our President, Cathy Belfry, who worked 
tirelessly to make this event the success it was. Cathy 
dropped off, picked up, attended meetings, was a 
sounding board. You are the best, Cathy! 

Entertainment 

Thank you to Sharon O’Brien for arranging entertainment 

for the special day. Gingersnaps Fiddlers played lively 

fiddle music which drew in people passing the Seaside 

Centre. All attending the event  enjoyed the music these 

young ladies provided.    

  

Bill Terry planting the tree, and Cathy Belfry. 

Photos by Doug Temlett, Sunshine Coast 

Photography 

 

http://www.secheltgardenclub.com/gallery/2017-events/june-17-2017-50th-anniversary-celebration
http://www.secheltgardenclub.com/gallery/2017-events/june-17-2017-50th-anniversary-celebration
http://www.secheltgardenclub.com/gallery/2017-events/june-17-2017-50th-anniversary-celebration


Newsletter June 2017   50th Anniversary Celebration    Page 4 

 Thanks to Bob Sandison for this 

picture of the Sechelt Garden 

Club’s motley crew on the ferry 

coming home from Bowen 

Island on June 6th. It was a 

spectacular sunny day. Bowen 

Island Garden Club treated us 

very well with chauffeurs to 

take us to the gardens on tour 

and a lunch break with 

refreshments as well as a 

chance to visit with other 

garden club members. Thanks 

everyone—it was a great day! 

Mini Plant Sale  

On May 29th a plant sale was held during our meeting. 

All kinds of plants were donated and put up for sale. 

Thanks to Verna Kelso and Christi 

Blackman for spearheading this 

initiative. We were pleased that 

the proceeds from the sale were 

$216.85. Thanks to all the 

members who  set up,  cleaned up 

and brought  and bought plants. 

 

Orchid Cactus in bloom, donated to the sale by Susan Birch 

and  purchased at the plant sale.  

Media Coverage 

Thank you to Suzette Willcox, Carol Corbet and Joanne 

Van Ginkel, who worked to make the event known to the 

community. It worked! Thanks to June Meyer who wrote 

an excellent article which both The Local and Coast 

Reporter printed, along with some wonderful archival 

pictures. Our President Cathy Belfry connected with 

Coast Life magazine and a marvelous article was written 

which highlighted the upcoming celebration with a fun 

picture of three members of the club on the front cover. 

Did we think we would be cover girls? Anything is 

possible with Sechelt Garden Club! 

Archives 

June Meyer, with assistance 

from Charmaine Harris spent 

hours putting our Garden Club 

history together to create our 

history  book. This included 

finding and inserting many 

wonderful photos. Super job 

ladies! Thanks to Suzette 

Willcox who worked hard to 

organize all the information and 

to  get the book printed. There will be an opportunity for 

members to order a copy.  

Bulbs by Ruth 

Those who attended 
the garden basics 
session at Ardath 
Hoole's garden last 
fall (readying your 
garden for winter) 
might recall that the 
instructor, Ruth 
Rodgers, layered a 
variety of bulbs in a 
pot near Ardath's 
front door.  ‘Here's 
how it turned out!” Ruth says. She hopes your spring 
garden was equally lovely. 
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Joanne van Ginkel—May Speaker   

Garden Design  101   

Joanne provided excellent information 

to us in her presentation: Garden 

Design 101. Joanne shared the main 

points she considers when taking on a 

new project. She said that her most 

important principle is scale of the project. People tend to 

go too small when they are planning—for example a 

sidewalk should be at least 3’ wide. If planting a wisteria, be 

sure the post is solid-not too small.  Pay attention to size of 

foundation plants, and furniture. Line is another principle 

and this relates to the line of the house on the property. 

Joanne says it is good to have some geometry in the yard as 

it adds interest. Massing of plants/colour allows the eye to 

follow the mass of colour in the landscape. She says using 

plants in groups of 3,5,or 7 - an odd number, works well in 

a landscape. A focal point is as important in an exterior 

design project as it is in an interior design project. A special 

plant or perhaps a piece of art  can work well. Enclosure 

makes a space more comfortable; this could be 

accomplished by planting a hedge or  building a fence.  

Joanne showed us pictures of some of her projects in New 

Westminster, West Vancouver, and Deep Cove. We 

appreciated her expertise! Thanks Joanne!  

 

 

 

 

 

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to one of our 

garden club members, John Duff.  

John passed away in May; his memorial was held on 

June 3rd with many  friends and family paying tribute. 

John volunteered  for many garden club activities and at 

one of our Christmas parties, performed his enthusiastic 

recitation of “I’ve Been to a Marvelous Party”. We will 

miss John. 

Thank You to Lana Wightman  

for being our Interim Secretary 

since  March 2017. Lana stepped 

up and we are very grateful for 

her wonderful assistance. You 

are the best, Lana!! 

Introducing Christi Blackman  

 our New Secretary 

Christi has been a member of the Garden Club since 
2009. She has previously served as Secretary and Co-
President on the Sechelt Garden Club executive. Christi  
was with the Social Committee as well, and did the 
plant sale for a couple of years. She loves to landscape 
and has transformed her half acre blank canvas into the 
garden of her dreams, which has become her year-
round playground. Christi’s professional past includes 
working as a public health nurse on the Sunshine Coast. 
She loves working with people, and feels nurtured by 
the comradery and support that the club has given her. 

 

Pictures from our 

Bowen Island Tour on 

June 6. A group of over 

20 people ferried to 

Bowen for a lovely day. 
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President  

 Cathy Belfry     604.740.9877 

Vice-President  

 Janet Crowe   604.885.3366 

Secretary  

 Christi Blackman  604.740.6821 

Treasurer  

 Lorraine Gallant 604.885.6495 

Communications  

 Carol Corbet   778.458.2287 

Webmaster 

 Cindy Kisser   604.970.5477 

Membership 

 Sharon O’Brien  604.741.5189 

Guest Speakers  

 Ruth Rodgers     778.458.2011 

Community Development  

 Penny Lyle  604.740.9819 

Directors  

 Nattanya Wardel 604.885.8043 

 Verna Kelso  604.747.9048 

Correspondence 

 Janet Crowe   604.885.3366 

Board Members 

More information about the club can be found at: 

www.secheltgardenclub.com 

Please send me any feedback and sug-

gestions as to the type of information 

you would like to see included in our 

monthly newsletters. I look forward to 

hearing from you. 

Carol Corbet   

ccorbet@eastlink.ca  

Annuals, Perennials and Bulbs in the Garden 
• Pinch back any annuals, Fuchsias, Geraniums, Cosmos, or any other 

plants that might be getting a little leggy. 
• Pinch your Chrysanthemums to encourage them to be bushier and have 

more blossoms. Pinch them again, every  6 inches or so, as they grow. 
• This is an excellent month to pick out a few new perennials, and plant 

them in the garden.  
• Divide  spring flowering perennials like, Primroses, Arabis and Aubrietia. 
• Once the soil has warmed, you can sow seeds for perennials directly into 

the garden. 
• Check your roses for mildew, aphid, black-spot or other disease prob-

lems or insect infestations., and if they appear take steps to control 
them right away. Your roses will need to be fertilized each month 
through the summer. Make sure your climbing roses are securely tied 
into position. Prune them after blooming.  

• Deadhead your annuals to encourage continued flowering.  
• Remove dead foliage from your spring flowering bulbs, but only after it 

has died back naturally. 
• Sow seeds for  Ornamental Kale and Flowering Cabbage for colourful 

plants next fall and winter. 
• Stake tall flowers to keep them from blowing over in the wind.  
• Add a stake to each planting hole as you are transplanting and tie the 

stem loosely to the stake as the plant grows.  
• As the weather dries out, your container grown plants may need daily 

watering especially if the pots are exposed to the drying sunlight.  
• Gladiola corms can still be planted for successive blooms. 
• Tuberous Begonias can now be safely planted outdoors 
• Once the foliage of Daffodils has died back, you may divide and move 

the bulbs to a new spot. Daffodil clusters should be divided up every 3 
years to ensure good blooming.  

Caring for Shrubs and Trees in the Garden  
• This is a good month for shearing, pinching or pruning Junipers, Cypress 

or Conifers. If you’ve been cultivating a special living Christmas tree, 
sculpt it now. 

• Fertilize flowering shrubs like Rhododendron, Azaleas and Camellias im-
mediately after they have finished flowering with a Rhododendron or 
Evergreen type fertilizer. 

 
Read the rest of the June Tips at:  
  http://www.thegardenhelper.com/calendar/june.html 

Please check out our website to find 

helpful gardening website links recom-

mended by our Club members. 

Click on: 

Gardening Tips and Information 

http://www.secheltgardenclub.com/
mailto:ccorbet@eastlink.ca
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/calendar/june.html
http://www.secheltgardenclub.com/links/gardening-tips-information

