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Dear Members,

| truly cannot believe how fast the time has gone since that dark rainy night on November 30" 2015
when | timidly raised my hand to volunteer to become the incoming Sechelt Garden Club President.
| would never have guessed that it would be something | would do. A year later | will say that had |
known then what | know now | should have volunteered to become involved sooner. The Sechelt
Garden Club is the most welcoming and supportive group. It has truly been a pleasure to work with
everyone this past year. The Sechelt Garden Club executive have been full of ideas, energy,
humour, hard work and encouragement and some change. | am hoping to build on this in 2017 and
want to make the Garden Club educational and enjoyable for all members whether they are master
gardeners or just beginning their adventure into gardening.

One of the most enjoyable part of the Garden Club is the varied and interesting speakers that we
have each month. Ardath did an outstanding job of finding and organizing speakers again this year.

The following is a list of our 2016 speakers

e January 25™ — Laurie Creek’s Chinese Gardens

e February 29" — Panel discussion with Verity Goodier, Karen Tiggs on Greenhouses, facilitated by
Bill Terry

e March 21* — Annette Clark, Uncommon Fruit Nursery

o April 25™ — Dianne Sanford, Marine Shorelines as a Critical Habitat

e May 30" — Marcel Koller, Stream Works Designs on Aquascape

e September 26™ - Gary Lewis, Phoenix Perennials,

e October 31" — no speaker due to illness but several of our members stepped in and answered
guestions which proved to be very informative.

e November 28" — Nattanya Wardel shares some of her creative talent with Christmas greenery
making beautiful centre pieces and a hanging basket and Verna Kelso demonstrated making a
table top Christmas tree.

Other 2016 events
In addition to speakers we have had some other outstanding events.
e February 20" Tour of the garden in Winter at the home of Bill Terry and Rosemary Bates
e March 2" and 4" planting roses and grasses on the Sechelt seawall with the District of Sechelt
and several groups of elementary school students
e March 22™ and 23" potting up at Ardath’s
e April 13" an irrigation workshop at the home of Ron and Carla Knight
o April 30" a plant sale at the Sechelt Band Hall
e May 7" Plant Sale at the Seaside Centre
e June 13" hosted garden tour with over 100 visitors from Bowen Island, Gibsons, Pender
Harbour and Powell River along with an afternoon tea at the Seaside Centre
e June 14™ a Sechelt Garden Club internal garden club tour
e October 30™ Gardening 101 Workshop led by Ruth Rodgers at the home of Mike and Ardath
Hoole
e October 31°" mini plant sale at meeting
e November - AGM
e December 9" centre piece making
e December 11™ Christmas lunch
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All of these events would not have happened without the effort of many people. | would like to
extend a big thank you to all involved.

Thank you to all the people who helped out at the meetings setting up and taking down chairs,
selling raffle tickets, donating and supplying the raffle prizes Thank you to Pat Smit and her kitchen
crew for so cheerfully providing us with our coffee and treats each month and thank you to all who
donated the baking. Thank you to members who offered their gardens for 2 days of touring and
thank you to the drivers who toured the visitors around from garden to garden. Thank you to
Ardath Hoole and Ruth Rodgers for chairing the plant sale committee and to all the people who
helped out with the potting up, transporting plants and working at the sale. Thank you to Ardath for
allowing us to use her garden for storing plants and providing a location for doing the potting up.

Thank you to members of the executive

e Charmaine Harris and Christi Blackman as past co-presidents for sharing all your experience
and knowledge and for your guidance.

e Lorraine Gallant for keeping our finances in order and always helping out when ever needed.

e Sharon O’Brien for keeping up the membership, facilitating the AGM elections and giving a
steady hand when needed.

e Ardath Hoole for her excellent choice of speakers, providing accommodation for out of town
speakers her willingness to provide her home whenever needed and her positive sunny self

e Nattanya Wardel for providing style and elegance with her raffle prizes and organization of
social events

e Carol Corbett for her wonderful monthly newsletters

e Karon Kosof for keeping up the club’s website and “trying” to get some of us to use technology

e Janet Crowe for her enthusiasm and the experience she brings with her and her reaching out
with the club’s correspondence when needed.

e Edwin Leung for writing down all the words we say all year and his expertise on the a/v
equipment

e Verna Kelso for selling tickets and supplying prizes for our raffle and for organzing our “mini”
plants sale

e Penny Lyle for her enthusiasm for all things garden club and her commitment to beautifying
Sechelt and for storing all the club’s equipment in her basement.

I would also like to thank those members who are stepping down from the executive this year for all
your work and dedication. We would love you to stay forever but understand that you have more
than done your time and you are making way for someone else to have the experience.

Thank you Ardath it has been a true pleasure working with you.
Thank you Edwin you have been wonderful keeping track of all of us and always being there.
Thank you Karon for all your work and ideas and thank you for agreeing to stay on as webmaster.

| want to thank each and everyone of you for coming out to meetings each month and for
participating in the Sechelt Garden Club.

| hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas and we will see you all fresh and ready to go in January.

Cathy Belfry, President
Sechelt Garden Club
November 28th, 2016
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