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President’s Report 2017  
Cathy Belfry 

 
The one thing about 2017 that really stood out for me was how fast the year went. 
 
I started the year with a trip to New Zealand and it was a treat to see the green grass and 
beautiful gardens after leaving Vancouver in a snowstorm however I arrived back in 
Vancouver one month later in a snowstorm. It turned out to be a very long cold winter. 
 
There are so many people to thank for the great year we had. All of the executive who 
were so pleasant to work with. 
 
Special thanks to Pat Smit and her gang in the kitchen who served us tea and goodies all 
year. Thanks to Verna for organizing the raffle prizes, door prizes and share table. 
Thanks to Sharon and Elizabeth for checking everyone in each evening and keeping our 
membership lists up to date. Thanks to Lorraine for keeping track of our money and 
paying all our bills. A huge thank you to Carol for her outstanding Newsletters. I want to 
thank Cindy for keeping our website in such good order. When I look around at other 
Garden Club websites I feel ours is right at the top. Thanks to Janet for all her support 
throughout the year. Thanks to Lana and Terry for stepping in with the Secretary position 
when needed. Thank you to Edwin and Linda for their tech support at our meetings. 
Thank you to Penny for all her work and enthusiasm and thank you to Ruth for 
organizing all our speakers. The monthly speakers are a huge part of what makes the 
Garden Club so enjoyable. 
 
We heard from Stephen Murphy on wild mushrooms, Jon Bell on growing vegetables, 
Jennifer Campbell on worm casings, Laurie Creek, gardens of China, Joanne Van Ginkle, 
Garden Design 101, Harry Hill on native plants, Bill Terry and Rosemary Bates on 
Inspired Gardens of Pacific Northwest and tonight Kathy Van Vliet will demonstrate 
winter garden design. 
 
The Garden Club also went on two beautiful garden tours to Bowen Island and Gibsons 
in May and June. 
 
This fall we tried something new, a daffodil bulb sale, which was very successful and 
raised some funds for our club. 
 
The highlight of 2017 of course was the 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Garden 
Club. Everyone and I mean everyone participated. It was a fun event and a great 
opportunity for all Garden Club members to get to know each other better. I hope you all 
take pride in watching our commemorative Sourwood tree, which is planted right outside 
the Seaside Centre, grow and change with the seasons. It will be there for the 100th 
celebration I am sure. I want to congratulate Suzette Willcox and Ardath Hoole for doing 
a wonderful job co-chairing this event. 
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I am sorry that I can't mention everyone but all the Garden Club members are wonderful 
and have made my term as President pleasant, fun and a learning experience. 
 
Thank you all! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cathy Belfry – President 
Sechelt Garden Club 
 


