Sechelt Garden Club President’s Report 2023

It has been a pleasure this year to have worked with such a great group of members
who have served as your Executive Committee. Thank you for trusting us to organize
and carry out the duties that hopefully ensure good membership value to you. We
strive to accomplish this through education, camaraderie, and by providing a forum for
sharing gardening knowledge...recognizing that many of our members have had green
thumbs for years, and their expert advice is appreciated by many of us novices!

Our Presenters during the first half of 2023 showed us a wide variety of topics:

e January saw Cheryl Topping, Master Gardener and Arborist, share excellent tips
on Pruning

e February’s Speaker was John Yue of Coastal Sun Nursery, who shared his
knowledge of growing and transplanting vegetables on the Coast

e In March we experienced the expertise of our own Jon Bell, on Raising Tropicals
Outdoors

e April saw Denise Legasse of the Sunshine Coast Seed Collective give our
members some advice on harvesting and saving seeds

e Our May meeting topic, Carnivorous Plants, was a unique presentation by
Biochemist Kryss Chamelia

During the summer months we organized a tour of the Sunshine Coast Botanical
Gardens, and a Garden Party was hosted by Past President Ann Booth at her home. We
enjoyed Wednesday evening “Drop-in Tours” to four gardens in July...three individual
gardens and the Cascade Green Butterflyway Garden in West Sechelt. Another new
Butterflyway Garden was introduced on the SPCA site by member Linda Reha-Krantz.

In May of this year, a donation was made to SD 46 to assist the elementary schools that
had established a garden program...West Sechelt, Kinnickinnick and Davis Bay Schools.
They were recipients of $250.00 each, as voted on by members in the spring. Two of the
schools needed funding for water catchment, and one for funding towards an
equipment shed.

Our first Garden Club Meeting of the fall season was on September 27, and included a
Plant Sale. Drought anxiety was experienced by the organizing committee, very capably
chaired by Marg Acton and Dora McNeal. That evening was the end to the summer
drought, and the sale was indoors due to the downpour!

Our fall speakers:
e September’s presentation featured Dr. Rand Rudland, who shared his
photography and his team’s experiences on their June 2023 adventure with
slides and a talk on “The Biodiversity of Borneo”
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e QOctober 30 saw a change of meeting venue to the Sechelt Senior’s Activity
Centre, when Author Gary Lewis, owner of “Phoenix Perennials”, gave a great
overview of groundcovers, stressing many very suitable to our Coast climate
with increasingly dry summers. The club spent funds on advertising for this
presentation, both in the Coast Reporter and on posters distributed at a few
venues.

e Our November 27 meeting saw Angela Koop of Deluxe Landscaping bring her
creativity with holiday greenery, and leave us with a delightful Holiday Gnome!

We wish our members a safe and happy Holiday Season in December 2023.
Respectfully submitted,

Gerri Randall
President
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