
Oct 28,2024


An Introduction to some Shady Characters for your Garden


Chris Jennings  President of the Vancouver Shade Garden Society


Advantages

Flowers  don’t burn

last longer

less watering

more intense colour

Less maintenance


Disadvantage

slugs

mildew


Compendium of shade plants  

Divided into sections of annuals, Ferns, Ground Cover, Perennials, and shrubs


Provides a Legend of best light level  1 - full shade, 2 partial shade  3 full sun


Easy basic annuals 
Wax begonias, coleus ,impatiens

Impatiens niamniamensis  Parrot Beak Impatiens  tropical plant can be overwintered inside


Ferns 
Maiden hair fern  adiantum pedatum aka aleuticum   Jet black stems  Not very hardy

die off in winter but spring reappears. Moist all the time


Athyrium hipponicum  Ursula’s red,  medium size partial shade


Dryopteris affinis Crispa Gracilis   small fern with crispy leaves

deciduous

Dryopteris affinis  Cristata the King  very large reddish stem


Polystichum polyblepharum  Japanese Tassel Fern


Grasses 

Hakenechloa macra aureola    Does well in shade by becomes yellow in the sun

Shear off at ground level in the fall


Ophlopogen planiscapus Nigrescens   Black Mondo Grass  very hardy  Happy in moist or dry 
soil


 




Ground covers and vines  

Asarum maximum Ling Ling Chinese Wild Ginger 


Grows very big,  f.lowers in the bottom under the foliage


Asarum splendens  also low flowers


Bergenia cordifolia   pink or red flowers  Partial to full shade  Not full sun

Foliage remains through winter  Damp soil


Campanula portenschlagiana

           “       poscharskyana     Good in dry soil 


Clematis jackmanii      Shade the roots, flowers in the sun  Bloom end of April to May and 
might get a second blooming


Epimedium Grandiflorum  Barrenswort/Bishops Hat  bloom in April for a month. Nice foliage


Omphalodes Cappdocica  Blue flowers best in partial shade. Foliage returns in Feb March

           “          Starry Eyes     showy flower, blue with white border


Pachysandra terminalis  Japanese spurge  likes partial shade  small white flowers dense foliage


Pulmonaria Excalibur  variegated foliage available. Susceptible to mold and mildew  this variety 
is more resistant  Bloom changes from blue to pink


Pulmonaria Raspberry splash  showy flowers Dormant in summer


Perennials 
NB.Tropical plants like shade


Aglaonema commutatum Chinese Evergreen  “silver Queen”  popular in offices


Aglaonema “Siam”  Red border on the leaf


Alocasia Amazonica  Elephant ears    High contrast dark leaf with white veins  purple on 
underside  keep them damp.. Very long lasting   Partial to full shade


Anemone hupehensis  Japanese Anemone  Late summer bloomer. Spread easily  Deciduous

Bees love this plant


Arisaema ringens Cobra lily  Blooms look like Cobras and can last up to 4 months.


Arisaema sikokianum  originates in India  Flowers in spring and last for months  deciduous


Astilbe Simplicifolia  Moulin Rouge  many varieties  like wet soil partial shade. Flowers look 
nice with dried.


Brunners macrophylla  Hardy plant deciduous




Corydalis Flexuosa Blue Panda  Nice in spring  and go dormant in summer


Fuchsia  Many varieties Some are hardy but mostly like annuals. Need storage in green house 
over winter


Fuchsia encliandra  Lottie Hobby  toughest of all fuchsias  blooms for many 
months.Withstands cold weather


Heuchera Obsidian  Partial shade to full sun   Foliage is more interesting than flowers


    “	       Peach Flambe   


     “           Snow Angel   Nice red blooms 

     “           Old fashioned   good blooms


Hostas  

Hosta Halcyon  Large leaf  Moist soil and partial to full shade

Hosta Blue Mouse Ears   dwarf plant   interesting blooms


Hosta Gold standard   yellow foliage with green border


Hosta Raspberry sundae  Red stems bleeding up into leaves


Lamprocapnos    Dicentra   Bleeding heart    Pink or white 

King of Hearts   Long blooming if out of sun


Ligularia Britt Marie Crawford 


Ligularia Stenocephala ‘Rocket’ Bees love it  Smaller size available 


Orchids 

no direct sun, no cold drafts, and don’t overwater


Phalenopsis 


Peace lily  Spathiphylum Domino  Variegated leaf  Wait til leaves droop


Tricytis hirta  Toad lily  blooms very late in Sept Oct. small blooms in cluster at top, comes in 
many colours


Trees and shrubs 

acer Patinatum   Japanese Maple  likes shade 


Camelia Japonica pinks reds and white    Bloom between Dec and April  Buds set at end of 
August and need water at that time. 


Hydrangea Macrophylla   Blooms June to Sept deciduous, 




Mahonia aquifolium  partial to full shade  lovely scent  blue berries


Rhododendron  ‘Warlock’ unusual purple red colour  prefer shade 

	 	     Blue Baron


Azaleas  in Rhodo family, nice scent


Ribes sanguineum Flowering current


Sarcococca ruscifolia and cofusa   strong scent


 



